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PUBLIC CHAPTER NO. 47 

 
SENATE BILL NO. 470 

 
By Watson, Crutchfield, Beavers, Black, Bunch, Burchett, Burks, Crowe, 
Lowe Finney, Raymond Finney, Harper, Haynes, Henry, Herron, Jackson, 
Johnson, Ketron, Kilby, Kurita, Kyle, Marrero, McNally, Norris, Southerland, 

Stanley, Tate, Tracy, Wilder, Williams, Woodson, Mr. Speaker Ramsey 
 

Substituted for:  House Bill No. 281 
 

By Dean, Dunn, Harry Brooks, Watson, Hood, Maddox, Mr. Speaker Naifeh, 
Pinion, Curtiss, Sontany, Lois DeBerry, Vaughn, Odom, Rinks, Armstrong, 
Coleman, Miller, Moore, Harmon, Kevin Brooks, DuBois, Brown, Bone, Mike 
Turner, Sherry Jones, Todd, Montgomery, Harwell, Maggart, Niceley, Jim 
Cobb, Fraley, Gresham, Phillip Johnson, McCormick, Fitzhugh, Ferguson, 
Litz, Yokley, Buck, Tidwell, Sargent, Curtis Johnson, Windle, Matheny, 
Briley, Hensley, Floyd, Towns, John Deberry, Hardaway, Ulysses Jones, 

Bass, McManus, McCord, Shepard, McDonald, Hawk, Baird, Eldridge, Bibb, 
Pitts, Winningham, Borchert, Hill, Shaw, Lynn, Campfield, Swafford, 
Mumpower, Rowland, Favors, Harrison, McDaniel, Kelsey, Bell, Coley, 

Lundberg, Lollar, Matlock, Ford, Williams, Roach, Casada, Strader, Pruitt, 
Gilmore 

AN ACT  to name a bridge spanning Interstate 75 on U.S. Highway 41/U.S. 
Highway 76 in Hamilton County in honor of the late Representative Jack 
Sharp. 

WHEREAS, it is fitting that this General Assembly should permanently 
commemorate the accomplishments of those statesmen who served this State 
with the greatest acumen and dedication during their lifetimes; and 

WHEREAS, the late Representative Jack Sharp of East Ridge was a well-
rounded gentleman who served astutely in the diverse worlds of business, 
politics, and government; and 

WHEREAS, Jack Sharp served the good people of the 30th House 
District and Hamilton County for six terms (99th through 104th General 
Assemblies) as a member of the House of Representatives, always working with 
purpose and conviction to establish a brighter future for his fellow citizens; and 

WHEREAS, the very epitome of the humble Christian gentleman, he 
never sought the spotlight for himself, but rather worked quietly and effectively 
out of the glare of state and local politics to the great benefit of his constituents 
and indeed, the entire State of Tennessee; and 

WHEREAS, a gentleman who had earned the universal respect of both 
his colleagues and all other people involved in the legislative process, 
Representative Sharp eschewed the gridlock of partisan politics and worked 
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alongside members of both parties to make Tennessee a better place to live, 
work, and raise a family; and 

WHEREAS, throughout all his endeavors in various arenas of public and 
private life, he was a man of integrity who said what he meant and stood by his 
convictions; and 

WHEREAS, Jack Sharp enjoyed a productive tenure as the Mayor of East 
Ridge, in which capacity he helped the city make the transition to the council 
form of government; and 

WHEREAS, Representative Sharp was truly a man of the people; he was 
as friendly to and respectful of his constituents and legislative staff as he was of 
his colleagues, and his commitment to the health and prosperity of his fellow 
citizens was truly exemplary; and 

WHEREAS, it is most fitting that a certain bridge in Hamilton County 
should bear his name to permanently honor Jack Sharp's bountiful life of purpose 
and commitment to the greater good; now, therefore, 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF 
TENNESSEE: 

SECTION 1.  Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, 
the bridge spanning Interstate 75 (at Exit 1) on U.S. Highway 41/U.S. Highway 
76 in Hamilton County is hereby designated the "Jack Sharp Memorial Bridge" in 
tribute to an excellent public servant and even finer human being. 

SECTION 2.  The Department of Transportation is directed to erect 
suitable signs or to affix suitable markers designating the bridge described in 
Section 1 as the "Jack Sharp Memorial Bridge". 

SECTION 3.  The erection of such signs shall be within the guidelines 
prescribed by the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices. 

SECTION 4.  This act shall become operative only if the federal highway 
administrator advises the Commissioner of Transportation in writing that the 
provisions of this act shall not render Tennessee in violation of federal laws and 
regulations and subject to penalties prescribed therein. 

SECTION 5.  This act shall take effect upon becoming a law, the public 
welfare requiring it. 
 
PASSED: April 12, 2007 
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APPROVED this 24th day of April  2007   

 
 


